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Our Government's View of the
German Promise.

In an interesting letter to Ture Sun
this morning Mr. Tueovore PRiNcE
points out what seems to him to be|
a possible loophole in the German
promise of complinnce with the
American demund for the immediate
abandonment of {llegnl methods in!

bmarine warfare.

Our esteemed correspondent ob-
perves thut while the new Instruc-
tions to naval commanders contem-
plate conformity with “the general
principles of visit and search and the |
destruction of merchant vessels rec-
ognized by internationnl law," they
prescribe specitically nothing more
than “warning"” and the “saving of
human lives,” Nothing is sald about
“yisit and =earch.”

It appeurs to us, a= [t maulfestly
appears to the Department of State
at Washington, that the efforts of our |
Government are concerned more with !
the essentinl thing, the protection of
the lives of Ameriean cltizens, nen-
trals and non-comhntants, aguinst
murderous attack, either with or
without warning, than with any par- |
ticular routine or ceremony of ap- |
proach. “Visit and search” is the
technical phrase employed in interna-
tional law for the procedure of the
belligerent ship overhauling the enemy
or neutral merchantinan. The exnet
method of the procedure is not the
main thing. At times “visit” has been
held to mean nothing short of the
physical visit of the hellizerent ship's
officer to the arrested ship, and an
actual inspection, as Mr. PrRizNCE says,
%“of the vessel, its cargo nud its pas-
sengers.” At other times the require-
ments of “the general principles of
wisit and search” have been met by
a summons to the arrested merchant-
man to send an officer with the ship's
papers aboard the man of war. It is
even conceivable that a satisfuctory
fnvestigation of the merchantman’'s
status by megaphona; without the
passage of per<ons either way from
one vessel to the other, might constl-
tute *“visit und search.”

Our Government has not under-
taken the difficult tusk of showing
Germany exactly and in detail how to
adjust this new Instrument of naval
warfare to the demunds of neutral
rights. But it has insisted that the
submarine operatlons uagainst mer-
chantmen must either stop altogether

|

or be so conducted as to ndd no other
horrid outrage to the long list of as-
sassinations nt sea already accumu-
lated. And it is by the future of
deeds, not by the weighing of phrases |
in Germuny's general reply to our
Just demand, that our own further
course of action 1s to he determined,

Colonel Sibley’s Task.

The Mexican bandits who raided
Glen Springs, Boquillas and Deem-
er's in the Big Bend country lust Fri-
day night, killing three Amerlean sol-
diers uned two civilinns, will have at
least four or five days =tart of the
“Aying column™ communded by Colo-
nel Freperick W, Smecey. 1t seems
grotesque to cull the pursuers o """"4
ing column,” for the few troops (well
under the service complement) that
compose 1t were to meet nt Marathon,
a rallroad station seventy-five miles
porth of Glen Springs, Mujor LaNg-
HORNE'S (Wo (roops coming 300 miles
by rail enst from El Paso and Colo-
nel SinLey's contingent of the same
strength coming west almost as great
a distance from Eagle Pass,

Aguin the ery goes up, “Get the out-
laws ut uny cost”™; but the Ameri-
ean people should understuml the na-
ture of the tusk set Colouel SiuLEy,
who, by the way, Is In his sixty-fourth
year—he will retire for age on Octo-
ber 17. It is not the langunge of pes-
simism to say that it would he about
a8 hard to find a needle In a haystack
a8 to run down the bandits in the
wild region south of Presidio 8un Vi-
cente, It has no railrond, no good
read for the passage of motor trucks, |
and ranches gre few and far hetween ; |
in fuet, it is the most sparsely settled |
purt nf Mexico, not excepting Sonora,
where there nre mines ns well ns
runches. A hundred miles south of
where the Big Bend dips lowest he
gins thut most arid and inhospitable
region the Bolson de Mapimi, for
generations the geene of Apnche raids
Npon venturesome settlers, A worse
country to campuign in could not he

I hitterness by the moderation and rea-

imagined. An Ameriean expedition
would have to be well rationed, for

there is no living off such a country. | deavors In other ecclesinstie orguni-
rides ns fur | zations, 18 the desire to correct a cer-

And I Colonel SinLEy
south us the Bolson de Mapimi water

for his men and horses will hecome | enhulury.

n grave problem,

It seews singular to say so, but it |become anachronistic, and a ritual

)

is the fact that when General Prran-
i~na and Colonel Donp penetrated Mex-
feco from Columbus they had a much
better country to operate in.  They
could follow either the Rlo Casas
Grandes or the Rio de Santa Maria
200 miles or more to thelr source;
they could move In touch with a rafl-
rond if necessary: there was some
sort of a highway most of the way
for the commissary's motor trucks;
and along the route were strung adobe
towns and ranches, where extra sup-
plies epuld be bought.  Moreover,
there were Carranza troops for such
cooperation ns they were digposed to
give, Finally, the Columbus base was
only a few miles north of the Mex!-
ean frontler.

But what a handicap Marathon as
n baxe will be to Colonel SinLey. 1t I8
nearly a hundred miles from Presidlo
San Vicente, and the reglon be-
tween {s the wildest and roughest in
Texax, particulurly In the area in-
cluded In the Big Bend. If the Rend
be regarded as n bow that 1= bhent,
the chord, from south of Randerson
to Presidio, Texas, 1s 125 miles long.
In the spnee between are desert and
mountain, the elevations running up
to 000 feet and more. No “flying
eolumn” ean traverse this savage
wilderness for an Invasion of Mexico
withont methodical preparation. The
Government should be ready for such
an emergency, hut it must he remem-
herad that Genernl Prrstiiva could
not move for a week after Virnra
rafded Columbus,

Colonel SisLey is an old Indlan
fichter, having tuken part In nearly
nll of General Crook’s cumpalgns
ngainst the 8lonx and Cheyennes, and
no one knows hetter how a punitive
expedition should be equipped; but
if he Is hurried awny from Marathon
he will lead a forlorn hope.
President Wilson’s Latest Effort for

a **Personal’* Nemination.

In President Wirsox's letter to
Senutor CHARLES A. CULRERSON, 0
member of the Judiclary Committee,
exposing the reasons which prompted
him to nominate Lotvia 1. Braxnris
of Massachusetts for membership in
the Supreme Court occurs the sub-
Joined passage:

“Many oharges have been made
againet Mr. BraNoois

“The report of your sub<ommitice
has already made it plain to you and to
the country at large how unfounded
thes=a charges weie,

“They threw a great deal more light
upon the character and motives of those
with whom they originated than upon
the qualifications of Mr. BRANDEIS,

“I myself looked into them three yvears
ago when 1 desired to make Mr. Bran-
pEIE A member of my Cabinet, and found
that they proceeded for the most part
from thoes who hated Mr BraANDEIS be-
catise ha had refuszed to Lo serviceable
to themn in the of thelr own
selfish interes<ts and from
they had prejudiced and milsled

‘*The propaganda in this matter has
heen very extraordinary and very dis-
tressing to thoss who love falrness and

value the dignity of a great profession”

promaotion
those whom

On March 14 a communieation re-
lating to the nomination of Mr. Brax-
peis was submitted to the Judieinry
Committee, Its text was as follows:

*The undersigned feel under the pain-
fu) dity to say to vou that in their opin-
on, taking into view the repute, char-
acter and professional career of lotis
. Braxpgia, he is not a fit person to be
a memher of the Bupremes Court of the
United States™

Tins and stealghtforward
document bore the signatures of six
former presidents of the Ameriean
Bar Associntion, These were WiLLIAM
H. Tarr, Siveon E, Barowin, Fras-
c1s Rawrr, Josgpn H, Cuoare, Enipe
Roor and Moorrietd Storey. Thelr
communiecation *mnade a profonnd im-
pression upon members of the Sen-
ate”: and 1t had a proportionate in-
fluence outside the chamber.

Are these the gentlemen who are
accused by President Wirson of “hat-
ing" Louis D. Braxpeis “because he
has refused to he gerviceable to them
in the promotion of their own selfish
interests”? Has thelr “propanganda®
been “very extraordinary and very
distressing to those who love falr-
ness and value the dignity of A great
profession”?

The appointment of Mr. Baaspris
to the Supreme Court wus nat first
declared to be “personal’ 1o Mr. Wir-
soN., Apparently It has since devel-
oped into a rebuke to the men who
have Been honored by the legal pro-
fession by election to the highest oftice
{ts members can confer on one of
their brethren.

conelse

Formulas of Falth.

If the General Conference of the
Methodist Episcopal Church enacts
for the government of that lmportant
religlous soclety the amendments rec-
ommended by 1ts Commission on Re-
vision of the Ritual 1t will be mnk-
ing, so It must seem to persons with
n sense for the fitness of things, the
hest use of 1ts  legislatlve powers.
Advoentes of revision In the serviees
of marriage, baptism and burlal, of
liheralization of readings rendered
suered by long custom, will meet an
oppositlon that should be kept from

sonuhleness with which the
mendutions have been framed,

Commendution of the spirit of the
tentative revislon s not a1 mark of
reckless randiealism on the part of
those who will utter It In the coun-
cilz of this or any other Church. The
common character of the separate
present proposals, and of similar en-

recome-

tain medimvalism in the formal vo-
Congervatism  In forms
censes to he a virtue when the forms

[ ———

that does not comport with the prac
tice of its adherents Is worse than
useless, Does n Church exist for the
Articles, or is the falth made for the
Hving members?

Can it harm a Church or any of
Its members to cease to affirm be-
llefs they have ceased to entertaln,
such as the bellef that all men are
bhorn In sIn? There I8 a higher Au-
thority than the theologinns of ten
centurles ago, nnd we ean hardly sup-
pose that He desires this age of man
to be governed hy the doctrinary
wirdom of that age. With minds like
unto theirs, we have n thousand years
more of experience to henefit hy,

Churches are subject to the laws of
all life, and must grow or decline,
How can they grow and do thelr
work right If they eannot nceurately
#tate thelr own minds?

Nign the Bullding Tnspection BIN!

At the last session of the Legisla-
ture a blll was passed consolldating
the bullding Inspectlons services In
this eity. Tt does not promise to cure !
all the evils of the present chaotie
situation, but Its effect would be to |
relieve renl estate owners, lessees and

and accept a complement of 180,000.
No sound reason can be advanced
why the country should not have the
services of both volunteers and or-
ganized militia in the scheme of pre-
paredness, The Nenate has the Gen-
eral Rtaff, the only competent mill-
tary authority In the natlon, behind
it. The House Is making a fight not
for the system of defence the emar-
gency requires but for the Natlonal
Guard, ‘The Senate Is patriotic; the
House (s playing politics.

Wil the Republican and Progres-
sive conventions at Chicago mutually
respect the principles of visit and
search?

Confiscated by the customs at Rot- |
terdam were these properties of al
German opera company on ita way |
home from a Wagnerian tour of Hol- |
land: Item, one side of bacon concenled
about the person of a lady singer; |
item, ona hollow spear atuffed with
margarine, f{tem, ors hosom padded
with soap and one pllow full of sau-
sage, both RBriunnhilde’s; item, one
helmet, Alberich’s, packed with butter; |
ftem, twenty-two pounds of extra fat
on Slegiried's back. For artistic tem- |
perament this is echtdeutsch, !

The Colonel has allowed the impres-

A NEW AGRICULTURAL EM.
PIRE.

Remarkable R.ellll! of Dry Farming
in Montana,

Not many vears ago the preas of
the Rocky Mountain States, especially
those having large areas of what is
classified as semi-arid land, printed
enthusiastic predictions concerning the
future of dry farming methods. Much
that was claimed for the method
seemed based on hope rather than
nchlevement even in experiments. Re-

, cent results in dry farming If they have

been published have escaped general
attention; therefore thers will be sur-
prise not less than gratification at the
news that agriculture s now the chief
industry of Montana, although that
Btate i{s second in the Unlon In copper
production, first In wool' production,
not far from fAirst in cattle production
and in Miles City has the largest horse
market in the Unlon.

This was the assertion recently
made by Benator Myers of Montana,
and he fortified his claim with sta-
tisties of crop returns. Without de-
talls the almost startling story is told
by the totals of the farm value of
the crops of wheat, corn, oats, barlev,
rye, potatoes, hay and flax in 1900 and
1914, the total for the former year
being $7,906.693 and for the latter

| $47,893,000.

Montana's production an acre of

the taxpayers of heavy UNNECESRALY | wion to be given that he (s not In full | every crop just mentioned is greater
expenses, and to prevent the confiiets  control of the streak of Warwicked- | than the average for the Unlted Btates

of puthority that now vitinte muech of |
the work that 1s done.  Against this!
measure no important opposition was |
shown In Renate or Assembly, and It
was assumed that it had generally |

ness in Brother PrEnkINS,

e f

A few weeks ago Tur Hvwx called
attention to the police official whose |

driving  on Fourth avenue between |

and greater with the single exception
of flax In a sing!e State than any of the
twelve most productiva agriculiural
States. It is interesting to follow fur-

|affair it was that reckiess automobile | ther these figures of comparison, com-

piled from the Department of Auricul-

the approval of the numerous Inter-| Union Square and Twenty-third street | (Ure statistics

ostg concerned, i

It now nppears that {ts ennctment |
{8 fought by n numhber of ngonciﬂs.i
soma of which fear It may rednece
thelr importance and others that 1t
may Interfere with projects in which
they are Interested.  Objectors of the
first eluss ure not worth considering ; |
those of the other are misinformed. |

made that atretch one of the most
dangerous in the city. Friday night
two giris were knocked down by a fast |
running automobile at Fourth avenue

and Twenty-first street, both prob-
ably fatally injured., We repeat that
the nelghborhood notorfously lacks |

proper police protection

The ice akating season is nver, and |
the persons who select the deepest and

Montana's nearest ecompetitor In
acreage average for wheat ia Iowa,
with 17.7 bushels, to Montana's 254
hushels. Other comparisons in bushels
with the new agricultural State's
nearest competitors are:  Oats, Mon-
tana 43.2, Ohia 33.7: barley. Montana
348, 1linols 282; potatoes, Montana
1485, Wisconsin 09; rye, Montana 228
Minnesotn 102

The strides

Monana is mnaking ar

THE HUNT FOR THE SISTER-
IN-LAW.

Unnenal Adventares of a Modern Tris-
tram Shandy In the Grand Central
Statlon and Its  Nelghborhood.

am going to ask your permiasion to ap-
peal to the readers of Tur Sun for as-
wistance, Wera the clrcumstances any
lens urgent than they are, I should not
think of such a thing

I will be extremely grataful to any
gentleman who upon seeing a tall, good
looking blonde, dregsed in a tatlor made
eult, wili get her nAme and address and
send it to me. 1 realize that this some-
what unusunl request demands some ex-
planation. The fact Is 1 have lost or
mislald my slster-in-law somewhers In
the Grand Central station, It happened
lasgt Thursday when ! was ment there by
my wife to mest her sister when she
came (n on the train from Boston and
I'm afrald to go home without her

It may be pointed out that I should
at least give her name, but I hesitate
to do o without first getting her con-
rent, and since 1 do not know whers she
fs 1 cannot ask her. 1f 1 ecould com-
municate with her and gain her permis-
slon to use her name, why, then, that
would be unnecesaary, because 1 wouid
know of her whereabouts and would not
have to ask any one's ald to Aind her.
1 think 1 have made this quite plain, 1
know, too, that it {8 not proper to use
the word “mislald” when refsriing to a
person, but . thesa circumstances were
unusual, and so to justify the use I have
made of the word here 1 will briefly
recount them.

I arrived, oddly enough, at ths station
some three-quarters of an hour ahead
of time 1 wandered about thinking
what a wonderful bullding it s, and my
thoughts rgt! unnaturally turned to the
subway which connects it with several
other bulldings. T then realized the curi-
ous fact that from the Grand Central
stution six differenut bare can be reached
without go!ng to the street What a
blessing In wet weather! It oceurred
to me that It would be A new experience
to me to visit each in turn without using
the street This 1 did, and when 1
got back 1o the statton 1 was Iate. 1
soon found my slster<in-law. hewever,
1 found her a sgeat in the waiting room,
ard tal t her trunk check started for
the bagzage room

omn Wiy ucross the meoursa |
chanced ta glunce at a fine collle pulling
on a leash and on the other end of It

'a landowner ln the State of Texas and

|

LAND TITLES IN TEXAS.

Thelr Charscter Requires Study In
Any Raral Credits Tegisiation.
To THe EptTor of TuE SuN—8ir: [ am

have taken considerable Interest n ihe

To THE Epitor or THr SUN—8r: I|rural credits bill which passed the Scrate

on May 4. 1 helleve it f& a good measure
and will be beneficial to the country as
a whole,

I am anxious to know whether the
Qenate considered fhe question of titles
to lands which have am yet not been
surveyed and patented by tha Govern-
ment, It is the purposs of the bill to
enabla persona to Invest In farm mort-
gnges as a sound investmant by alimi.
nating defective titles of the mortgagor,
the Improvidenca of the farmer and un-
productiveness of the soll

In ita scope the bill Is broad with
respect to the examination of titles to
landa by men qualified in their line of
duty, but as to the State of Texaa it has
oceurred to me that possibly some con-
fuston may follow when mortgnges are
taken up for approval in that State.

No survey has ever hecn made by the
Federal Government! separating the ap-
propriated from the vacant and unap-
propriated lands In the State of Texas
By the act of annexation the appro-
priated lands were reserved to the
United States and the vacant and un-
appropriated passed teo the State of
Texas, Inasmuch as no survey has heen
made and no patent Issued to lands in
Texas by tha Federal Government, all
that ANy one can pos<exs in that State
{3 the possessory State title

1t has occurred to me that a perron hold-
ing an Imperfect title to lands In Texas
under a Spanish or Mexican grant or
concession could not give a fArst mort-
gage much as s contemplated by this
legislation on that grant or concession,
hecause If the Government of the United
States confined the valld claim of the
lawful holder thereof to the grant or
concesslon tha possessory State title of
the mortgagor would fall and likewise
tha Interest of the mortgagee. It 1s to
be expected that unfounded claims may
bhe asserted from timea to time in the
Stiate of Texas a= well as other States,
and untll Congress glves expression as
to the mode and manner of separating
the appropriated from the vacant and
unappropriated lands and the valid from

| the Invalld claims arising under Spanish
Land Mexican grants there will ha a seri-

anE question A& to whether or not Texas

, especially may claim the benefits of the
, provisinne of the hil!

HOUSE VOTES DOWN
250,000 ARMY BIL

Vote Is 221 to 142—A s g,
jeets Senate Plan of
Vélunteers.,

FAVORS NITRATE ppyy

WasmninaroN, May 8 paoey
bridge the gap that ex'sis herwpar o
House &nd Senate on milltary e
nesa failed In the Houss to.1a

The Housa refected tha proy siay
the RBenate bill for a stand'og aem,
260,000 men by a vots of 221 4

It rejected the Senata provis
voluntesr army by 261 to 103

It approved a mubstitute for 11a &,
ate provision for the erecton of 4
trate plant. Thia authorizes the 1o,
dent to determine the mos: eoor
means of making nitrates and OriEe
20,000,000 for the erection of & »la
surplus nitrates not  require! s,
army and navy may ba disposed of
farmera In the form of fert' trer
hrging the Government ownercogp g
pect of the undertak ng

L0
.

AhAred

r
tre

Sectional MAerences,

The voting as well ag tha dehata s«
the important pointsa of dicagreeman
between the Lwo houses Indloated strong
sectional differences of opirion among
members of tha House as *o tha Angrea

of preparedness demanded Ly "

Isting sttuation and the methods wy

which It was to be achieyved
Democrate from the Stutes an phe

Atlantie seaboard, particularly the Tar
many memhbers, N many instances voed
for the larger army and [yt tesr
army Hepub!icans from Intering
Ntates quite a® generally st
them,

The existing (nternationa! s'tyaties
the prospect of further diMcuitiae i-
Mexiea and the possibiilty of fapeigs
entanglements ar'sing out of the Amer

the
tha

1 againe

]!
|
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L elr duty will be 1o inform jeng s to resort to the hypocritical | to in the relatively small areas where ue that, all unsuspecting, 1 had re. he Irish Parliment after Lexing- | the Federallaed militia ar g o
hi £ the great henefit ol i ! - : o | wd Bunker Hil declared that it | army hoth.  The people back ¢
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